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Rationale 

History is a disciplined process of inquiry into the past that develops students’ curiosity and imagination. Awareness of history is an essential characteristic of any society, and historical 
knowledge is fundamental to understanding ourselves and others. History promotes the understanding of societies, events, movements and developments that have shaped humanity 
from earliest times. It helps students appreciate how the world and its people have changed, as well as the significant continuities that exist to the present day. History, as a discipline, 
has its own methods and procedures which make it different from other ways of understanding human experience. The study of history is based on evidence derived from remains of the 
past. It is interpretative by nature, promotes debate and encourages thinking about human values, including present and future challenges. The process of historical inquiry develops 
transferable skills such as the ability to ask relevant questions; critically analyse and interpret sources; consider context; respect and explain different perspectives; develop and 
substantiate interpretations, and communicate effectively. 
 
The 7–10 curriculum generally takes a world history approach within which the history of Australia is taught. It does this to equip students for the world (local, regional and global) in 
which they live. An understanding of world history enhances students’ appreciation of Australian history. It enables them to develop an understanding of the past and present 
experiences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, their identities and the continuing value of their cultures. It  also helps students to appreciate Australia’s distinctive path of 
social, economic and political development, its position in the Asia and Pacific regions, and its global interrelationships. This knowledge and understanding is essential for informed and 
active participation in Australia’s diverse society and in creating rewarding personal and collective futures. 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students refer to key events, the actions of individuals and groups, and beliefs 
and values to explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and 
effects of events and developments and explain their relative importance. They explain the context for 
people’s actions in the past. Students explain the significance of events and developments from a 
range of perspectives. They explain different interpretations of the past and recognise the evidence 
used to support these interpretations. 
 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, and identify 
relationships between events across different places and periods of time. When researching, students 
develop, evaluate and modify questions to frame a historical inquiry. They process, analyse and 
synthesise information from a range of primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to 
answer inquiry questions. Students analyse sources to identify motivations, values and attitudes. 
When evaluating these sources, they analyse and draw conclusions about their usefulness, taking into 
account their origin, purpose and context. They develop and justify their own interpretations about the 
past. Students develop texts, particularly explanations and discussions, incorporating historical 
argument. In developing these texts and organising and presenting their arguments, they use 
historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and they reference these sources. 
 

Aims 
The Australian Curriculum: History aims to ensure that students develop: 

 interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work, including their capacity and willingness to be informed and active citizens 

 knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces that shape societies, including Australian society 

 understanding and use of historical concepts such as evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, significance, perspectives, empathy and contestability 
 capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in the analysis and use of sources, and in explanation and communication.  

 

Key Ideas 
Through their learning in each subject or sub-strand, students develop knowledge and understanding relating to broader enduring ideas that underpin the Humanities and Social Sciences in the Australian Curriculum, which are represented in varying ways across the subjects. The key ideas 
are outlined below: 
Who we are, who came before us, and traditions and values that have shaped societies 
Students explore their own identity, Australia’s heritage and cultural diversity, and Australia’s identity as a nation in the  world. They examine the significance of traditions and shared values within society. 
How societies and economies operate and how they are changing over time 
Students learn about Australian society and other societies in the world, both past and present; and how they function socially, culturally, economically and politically. Students examine developments that have resulted in or are bringing about change. 
The ways people, places, ideas and events are perceived and connected 
Students are provided with opportunities to explore different perceptions of people, places, ideas and events. They develop an understanding of the interdependent nature of the world and the interrelationships within and between the natural environment, human communities and 
economies. They explore how people, ideas and events are connected over time and increasingly interconnected across local, national, regional and global contexts. 
How people exercise their responsibilities, participate in society and make informed decisions 
Students examine how individuals and groups have participated in and contributed to society past and present. They examine the rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups over time and in different contexts. They develop an understanding of the need to make decisions, the 
importance of ethical considerations and being informed when making decisions, the processes for decision-making and the implications of decisions that are made for individuals, society, the economy and the environment. 
 
 

Year 10 Level Description 
The modern world and Australia 
The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an emphasis on Australia in its globa l context. The twentieth century became a critical period in Australia’s social, cultural, economic and political development. The 
transformation of the modern world during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation provides a necessary context for understanding Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region and its global standing. 
 

The content provides opportunities to develop historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. These concepts may be investigated within a particular historical context to 
facilitate an understanding of the past and to provide a focus for historical inquiries. 
 

The history content at this year level involves two strands: historical knowledge and understanding, and historical skills. These strands are interrelated and have been developed to be taught in an integrated way, and in ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts. The order and detail 
in which they are taught are programming decisions. 
 
Key inquiry questions 
A framework for developing students’ historical knowledge, understanding and skills is provided by inquiry questions through the use and interpretation of sources. The key inquiry questions for Year 10 are: 
 

 How did the nature of global conflict change during the twentieth century? 

 What were the consequences of World War II? How did these consequences shape the modern world? 

 How was Australian society affected by other significant global events and changes in this period? 



H
U

M
A

N
IT

IE
S

 A
N

D
 S

O
C

IA
L

 S
C

IE
N

C
E

S
-H

IS
T

O
R

Y
 

Structure 
In the Australian Curriculum, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area comprises five subjects: F–6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences, and Years 7–10 History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business. In all five subjects, the curriculum is organised into two 
broad interrelated strands: knowledge and understanding, and inquiry and skills. 
In the F–6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences curriculum, history, geography, civics and citizenship and economics and business are presented as sub-strands of the knowledge and understanding strand. In these years, students are introduced to history and geography from Foundation 
Year, civics and citizenship in Year 3 and economics and business in Year 5. In Years 7–10, the curriculum is organised by subject. In Years 9 and 10, student access to Geography, Civics and Citizenship and Economics and Business will be determined by school authorities or individual 
schools. 

Year 10 Content Descriptions 

Overview of The modern world and Australia World War II (1939-45) Rights and freedoms (1945 – the present) The globalising world History Skills 

The following content is taught as part of an overview 
for the historical period. It is not intended to be taught 
in depth. Overview content identifies important features 
of the period (1918 to the present) as part of an 
expansive chronology that helps students understand 
broad patterns of historical change. As such, the 
overview provides the broader context for the teaching 
of depth study content and can be built into various 
parts of a teaching and learning program. This means 
that overview content can be used to give students an 
introduction to the historical period; to make the links to 
and between the depth studies, and to consolidate 
understanding through a review of the period. 

Overview content for the Modern World and Australia 
includes the following: 

 the inter-war years between World War I and
World War II, including the Treaty of
Versailles, the Roaring Twenties and the
Great Depression

 continuing efforts post-World War II to
achieve lasting peace and security in the
world, including Australia’s involvement in UN
peacekeeping

 the major movements for rights and freedom
in the world and the achievement of
independence by former colonies

 the nature of the Cold War and Australia’s
involvement in Cold War and post-Cold War
conflicts (Korea, Vietnam, The Gulf Wars,
Afghanistan), including the rising influence of
Asian nations since the end of the Cold War

 developments in technology, public health,
longevity and standard of living during the
twentieth century, and concern for the
environment and sustainability.

Depth studies 

There are three depth studies for this historical period. 
For each depth study, there are up to three electives 
that focus on a particular society, event, movement or 
development.  
It is expected that ONE elective will be studied in detail. 
The content in each depth study elective is designed to 
allow detailed study of specific aspects of this historical 
period. As part of a teaching and learning program, 
depth study content can be integrated with overview 
content and/or integrated with other depth study 
electives. 

Students investigate wartime experiences through a 
study of World War II in depth. This includes a study of 
the causes, events, outcome and broader impact of the 
conflict as an episode in world history, and the nature 
of Australia’s involvement. 

Overview of the causes and course of World War II. 

Examination of significant events of World War II, 
including the Holocaust and use of the atomic bomb. 

Experiences of Australians during World War II (such 
as Prisoners of War (POWs), the Battle of Britain, 
Kokoda, the Fall of Singapore). 

The impact of World War II, with a particular emphasis 
on the Australian home front, including the changing 
roles of women and use of wartime government 
controls (conscription, manpower controls, rationing 
and censorship). 

The significance of World War II to Australia’s 
international relationships in the twentieth century, with 
particular reference to the United Nations, Britain, the 
USA and Asia. 

Students investigate struggles for human 
rights in depth. This will include how rights 
and freedoms have been ignored, demanded 
or achieved in Australia and in the broader 
world context.. 

The origins and significance of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, including 
Australia’s involvement in the development of 
the declaration.  

Background to the struggle of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples for rights and 
freedoms before 1965, including the 1938 
Day of Mourning and the Stolen Generations. 

The US civil rights movement and its 
influence on Australia. 

The significance of the following for the civil 
rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples: 1962 right to vote federally; 1967 
Referendum; Reconciliation; Mabo decision; 
Bringing Them Home Report (the Stolen 
Generations), the Apology. 

Methods used by civil rights activists to 
achieve change for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples, and the role of ONE 
individual or group in the struggle. 

The continuing nature of efforts to secure civil 
rights and freedoms in Australia and 
throughout the world, such as the Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2007). 

Students investigate one major global influence that has shaped 
Australian society in depth, including the development of the 
global influence during the twentieth century. Students study 
ONE of these electives: Popular culture or Migration experiences 
or The environment movement. 

Popular culture (1945 – present) 
The nature of popular culture in Australia at the end of World War 
II, including music, film and sport. 
Developments in popular culture in post-war Australia and their 
impact on society, including the introduction of television and 
rock ’n’ roll. 
Changing nature of the music, film and television industry in 
Australia during the post-war period, including the influence of 
overseas developments (such as Hollywood, Bollywood and the 
animation film industry in China and Japan). 
Australia’s contribution to international popular culture (music, 
film, television, sport). 
Continuity and change in beliefs and values that have influenced 
the Australian way of life. 

Migration experiences (1945 – present) 
The waves of post-World War II migration to Australia, including 
the influence of significant world events. 
The impact of changing government policies on Australia’s 
migration patterns, including abolition of the White Australia 
Policy, ‘Populate or Perish’. 
The impact of at least ONE world event or development and its 
significance for Australia, such as the Vietnam War and 
Indochinese refugees. 
The contribution of migration to Australia’s changing identity as a 
nation and to its international relationships. 

The environment movement (1960s – present) 
The background to environmental awareness, including the 
nineteenth century National Parks movement in America and 
Australia. 
The intensification of environmental effects in the twentieth 
century as a result of population increase, urbanisation, 
increasing industrial production and trade. 
The growth and influence of the environment movement within 
Australia and overseas, and developments in ideas about the 
environment including the concept of ‘sustainability’. 
Significant events and campaigns that contributed to popular 
awareness of environmental issues, such as the campaign to 
prevent the damming of Australia’s Gordon River, the nuclear 
accident at Chernobyl and the Jabiluka mine controversy in 
1998. 
Responses of governments, including the Australian 
Government, and international organisations to environmental 
threats since the 1960s, including deforestation and climate 
change. 

Chronology, terms and concepts 
Use chronological sequencing to demonstrate the 
relationship between events and developments in 
different periods and places. 
Use historical terms and concepts. 

Historical questions and research 
Identify and select different kinds of questions about 
the past to inform historical inquiry.  
Evaluate and enhance these questions.  
Identify and locate relevant sources, using ICT and 
other methods. 

Analysis and use of sources 
Identify the origin, purpose and context of primary and 
secondary sources. 
Process and synthesise information from a range of 
sources for use as evidence in an historical argument. 
Evaluate the reliability and usefulness of primary and 
secondary sources. 

Perspectives and interpretations 
Identify and analyse the perspectives of people from 
the past.  
Identify and analyse different historical interpretations 
(including their own). 

Explanation and communication 
Develop texts, particularly descriptions and discussions 
that use evidence from a range of sources that are 
referenced.  
Select and use a range of communication forms (oral, 
graphic, written) and digital technologies. 


